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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR COLOR
REPRODUCTION TOLERANCES

BACKGROUND

Despite the onset of the “electronic age,” there is still
significant demand for print products. Indeed, commercial
print may have annual retail sales totaling more than $700
billion. Print service providers (PSPs) fulfill this demand by
printing a vast array of print products, such as photographs
and brochures, school course materials, periodicals and
books, and advertisements and product packaging. Many of
these print products are colored, and costumers desire these
colors to be faithfully reproduced.

Printed products are not perfect replicas of the originals.
Indeed, average color errors in the range of 3<AE<7 (CIE
1976 (L*a*b*)) are routine in commercial print processes run
by skillful operators. Less skillful operators or less expensive
operations can produce even larger color errors. Moreover,
color errors may become more pronounced when market
pressures force down production costs. To ensure customer
satisfaction while maximizing profits, PSPs may negotiate
service license agreements (SLLAs) to specify precise color
tolerances. The specification of color tolerances may be
essential for PSP profit maximization, since a print job with a
lower color tolerance can be run on a less accurate printing
press or by a less skillful operator.

The standard practice for establishing color tolerances is
generally described in ASTM standard D 3134. Standards
such as ASTM standard D 3134 may recommend expressing
color differences through the CIE 1976 (L*a*b*) color dif-
ference equations. More specifically, ASTM standard D 3134
states that color tolerances are preferably set experimentally
by classifying specimens visually against a standard, than
measuring the specimens standard and plotting the value on a
CIE LAB Aa*, Ab* constant lightness (L*=kke[0,100])
plane. For the L* tolerance, D 3134 states that a rough
approximation is the lightness difference AL* for colors that
match the standard in hue and saturation. As such, color
tolerances are generally calculated as mean CIE 1976
(L*a*b*) errors. In many cases, this average of errors relates
well to customer satisfaction with print job color reproduc-
tion. In other cases, however, customers may find color print
jobs with similar average error values quite unappealing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system for printing
color print jobs with a color tolerance based on color integrity,
in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a print job with a
scale of color swatches for ascertaining a color tolerance
based on color integrity, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart describing an embodiment of a
method for printing color documents within a color tolerance
based on color integrity using the scale of color swatches, in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIGS. 4 and 5 are plots modeling computed color values to
be printed as a scale of color swatches for ascertaining a color
tolerance, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIGS. 6 and 7 represent plots of actual printed values of the
scale of color swatches when the scale of color swatches of
FIGS. 4 and 5 are printed, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIGS. 8-10 are plots representing comparison between the
actual printed values of the scale of color swatches of FIGS.
6 and 7 against the calculated of the scale of color swatches of
FIGS. 4 and 5, in accordance with an embodiment;
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FIGS. 11 and 12 are illustrations representing a manner of
projecting a printed value of a scale of color swatches onto a
line representing a range of colors, in accordance with an
embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a schematic illustration of a printed document
having a color scale sample that includes a wide range of
colors, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a plot modeling an error score representative of
permutation errors of the printed document of FIG. 13, in
accordance with an embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a polar projection of the plot of FIG. 14, in
accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As mentioned above, traditional color tolerances involving
color fidelity may not always accurately reflect the way a
human will perceive the quality of a printed image. For
example, it is believed that if the divergence of the field of
error vectors of reproduced colors in a printed image is zero,
color constancy allows humans to perceive the color repro-
duction as being of good quality, even if the average error is in
fact relatively large. However, if the average color errors are
small but the error vectors are random, it is believed the image
quality may be perceived by humans as poor. To provide one
brief example, consider a catalog selling denim garments.
Some pages might have denim jeans in original, washed, and
stone-washed denim, while a second page might have match-
ing jackets. The specific hue of each garment is less important
than the relative color of each garment to allow a person to
match jackets to jeans. Many human color discrimination
tests, such as the Farnsworth-Munsell 100-hue test, thereby
test human subjects abilities to distinguish between minute
differences in discrete color swatches. The more accurately a
human subject arranges color swatches in a proper order, the
better the human subject’s ability to distinguish between dif-
ferent colors.

The present disclosure will describe a way of printing color
documents so as to assess color integrity at a tolerance over at
least a color range of interest. As used herein, “color integ-
rity” is preserved in a reproduction when a color scale is
linearly ordered, and this order is preserved in the reproduc-
tion. For example, a scale of color swatches through the color
range of interest may be printed when a color document is
printed (e.g., in crop margins of the document or on a separate
page). By determining the number of permutations of color
swatches in the printed scale of color swatches, the quality of
the printed document as would be perceived by a human may
be generally ascertained. Thus, based on the presence of
permutations of color swatches in the scale of color swatches,
a print service provider (PSP) can select an efficient manner
of printing the color documents that remains within a satis-
factory tolerance for printed color integrity.

Technical effects of the present disclosure thus include
improved customer satisfaction and more efficient commer-
cial printing. PSP operators may be able to select the least
expensive manner of printing a color print job that reproduces
colors with sufficient integrity to be perceived as satisfactory
by a human observer. It should be appreciated that even when
conventional color reproduction tolerance scoring (e.g., scor-
ing by average color errors) indicates satisfactory printing, a
lack of color integrity may be unappealing to human observ-
ers. As such, conventionally inexplicably unsatisfactory print
jobs may be avoided and, accordingly, printing resources
saved.

For example, as shown by a digital printing system 10, a
workflow controller 12 or other computing system may trans-



US 9,355,339 B2

3

mit a digital version of a print job 14 to a digital printer 16.
The digital version of the print job 14 may be, for example, a
PDF document or any other suitable digital document or
image format. Based on the digital version of the print job 14,
the digital printer 16 may print a print job 18. Associated with
the print job 18 may be a color scale sample 20. The digital
printer 16 may print the color scale sample 20 on crop mar-
gins of the printed print job 18 or on a separate page.

The color scale sample 20 may be used to determine a
degree of color integrity ofthe printed print job 18. That is, the
color scale sample 20 may relate to the degree to which a
human observer will find that the printed print job 18 has
faithfully reproduced. The color scale sample 20 may be
calculated and generated by the worktlow controller 12 or the
digital printer 16, or may be provided by a customer providing
the digital version of the print job 14. It should also be appre-
ciated that the workflow controller 12, the digital printer 16,
or any other suitable computer system may generate a color
scale sample 20 not necessarily associated with a particular
print job. Such a color scale sample 20 unaffiliated with a
specific print job may be used, for example, to diagnose
general operations of the digital printer 16.

The workflow controller 12 may represent any suitable
computer system capable of generating the color scale sample
20 and/or providing the digital print job 14 to the digital
printer 16. Additionally or alternatively, the digital printer 16
may be capable of calculating the color scale sample 20. The
various functional blocks of the workflow controller 12 and
the digital printer 16 in FIG. 1 may represent hardware ele-
ments, processor-executable instructions, or a combination of
both. The functional blocks of the workflow controller 12 and
the digital printer 16 are merely intended to represent by
example certain elements that could appear in a particular
implementation. In other implementations, the workflow
controller 12 and/or the digital printer 16 may have more or
fewer components, as may be desired. By way of example, the
workflow controller 12 may be a model of an HP server,
desktop, or notebook computer, and the digital printer 16 may
be a model of an HP digital printing press.

In the workflow controller 12, processor(s) 22 and/or other
data processing circuitry may be operably coupled to memory
24 and storage 26 to execute instructions for carrying out the
presently disclosed techniques. These instructions may be
encoded in programs that may be executed by the
processor(s) 22. The instructions may be stored in any suit-
able article of manufacture that includes at least one tangible,
computer-readable medium that at least collectively stores
these instructions or routines, such as the memory 24 or the
storage 26. The memory 24 and/or the storage 26 may
include, for example, random-access memory, read-only
memory, rewriteable memory, a hard drive, and/or optical
discs.

The workflow controller 12 may also include input/output
(I/O) ports such as a network interface 28. The network inter-
face 28 may provide communication via a personal area net-
work (PAN) (e.g., Bluetooth), a local area network (LAN)
(e.g., WiF1), a wide area network (WAN) (e.g., a 3G or 4G
cellular network), and/or the like. As should be appreciated,
the workflow controller 12 may include a variety of other
components, such as a power supply, a keyboard, a mouse, a
track pad, and/or a touch screen interface. Also, the workflow
controller 12 may be, or may be associated with, a manufac-
turing execution system (MES) used by the PSP to control
how the digital print job 14 will be fulfilled through the PSP
production floor (including, for example, processing by the
digital printer 16).
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The digital printer 16 may include processor(s) 30,
memory 32, and storage 34. Like the processor(s) 22,
memory 24, and storage 26 of the workflow controller 12, the
processor(s) 30, memory 32, and storage 34 may be used to
perform various instructions for carrying out the techniques
disclosed herein. Accordingly, such instructions may be
encoded in programs that may be executed in the processor(s)
30 and stored in any suitable article of manufacture (e.g., the
memory 32 and/or the storage 34). Thus, by way of example,
the memory 32 and/or the storage 34 may store data and/or
executable instructions on random-access memory, read-only
memory, rewriteable memory, a hard drive, and/or optical
discs.

The digital printer 16 may also include input/output (I/O)
ports such as a network interface 36. Through the network
interface 36, the digital printer 16 may receive data and
instructions from the workflow controller 12. For example,
the digital printer 16 may receive the digital print job 14 via
the network interface 36.

The digital printer 16 may use a printer mechanism 38 to
print the printed print job 18 using a variety of techniques. In
particular, different operational settings of the printer mecha-
nism 38 may be more or less expensive and may resultin color
reproduction that may be more or less satisfactory to a human
observer. For example, the printer mechanism 38 may print
the printed print job 18 using different numbers of inks or
different qualities of inks and may print on media of any of a
variety of qualities. To provide one example, the
Indichrome® system by HP may use six inks to produce
high-quality images. Additionally or alternatively, the digital
printer 16 may use different manners of processing the digital
version of the print job 14 that cause the printer mechanism 38
to print the printed print job 18 at various costs and varying
qualities. These different manners of processing the digital
version of the print job 14 may include, for example, different
manners of determining black skeleton, gamut mapping, and/
or halftoning, by which the printer mechanism 38 may print
the printed print job 18. In general, a more expensive manner
of'operating the printer mechanism 38 may be associated with
higher quality color reproduction.

The printer mechanism 38 may not always reproduce the
colors of the printed print job 18 in a manner satisfactory to a
human observer. Thus, a PSP operator or a spectrophotometer
40 of the digital printer 16 may analyze the color scale sample
20 to enable the determination of whether the printed print job
18 was satisfactorily printed. The spectrophotometer 40 may
represent any suitable spectrophotometric device or camera
capable of detecting colors in a color space to a suitable level
of precision (e.g., less than 0.5 in the CIE 1976 (L*a*b*)
color space). The spectrophotometer 40 may ascertain the
colors ofthe color scale sample 20, providing an indication of
these colors to the processor(s) 30 of the digital printer 16.
The digital printer 16 and/or workflow controller 12 may
determine the extent to which the color scale sample indicates
that the color integrity of the printed print job 18 fits within a
color integrity tolerance agreed upon by the PSP and the
customer.

As mentioned above, the color scale sample 20 may be
printed in a crop margin of the printed print job 18, as gener-
ally illustrated in FIG. 2. Alternatively, the color scale sample
20 may be printed as separate document. In the example of
FIG. 2, a catalog page 50 with merchandise imagery 52 and
54 and associated text 56 and 58 represents the printed print
job 18. The merchandise imagery 52 and 54 respectively
represent different styles of denim clothing, here original
denim and stone-washed denim. These clothing styles may be
slightly different from one another in that they are relatively
different shades of blue. A scale of color swatches 60 may



US 9,355,339 B2

5

form the color scale sample 20, which may be printed in a
crop margin of the printed print job 18.

The precise fidelity of certain blue colors used in printing
the merchandise imagery 52 and 54 may be less important
than the integrity (relative position) of these colors. That is, a
consumer reading the catalog page 50 may be more con-
cerned with the relative difference in colors of the merchan-
dise imagery 52 and 54 than whether the colors fall within an
average error. Thus, the scale of color swatches 60 of the color
scale sample 20 may be chosen to represent a range of blues
that should increase monotonically (i.e., without transposi-
tion) across the color range of interest.

For example, the lowermost color swatch 60 may be a
shade of dark blue, while the uppermost color swatch 60 may
be a shade of light blue. When the digital printer 16 has
printed the printed print job 18 in a way that is expected to be
perceived as proper by a human observer, the scale of color
swatches 60 will gradually transition from the shade of dark
blue to the shade of light blue without transposition of any of
the color swatches 60. In some cases, some colors of the scale
of color swatches may be transposed, meaning that the color
scale sample 20 does not vary monotonically through the
color range of interest. The presence of transpositions of the
color swatches 60 may indicate that the digital printer 16 has
not printed the colors of the printed print job 18 with total
color integrity. The extent of the transpositions of the color
swatches 60 across the color range of interest may indicate the
extent to which a human observer would perceive the printed
print job 18 colors as inaccurate. Further, although the
example of FIG. 2 generally illustrates a color scale sample 20
ranging over a color range of interest, in other cases, the color
scale sample 20 may generally cover a more general color
range. For example, as will be described further below with
reference to FIGS. 13-15, the color scale sample 20 may
include a scale of color swatches 60 representing those colors
used in a color discrimination test such as the Farnsworth-
Munsell 100-hue test.

The color scale sample 20 may be used to ascertain an
efficient mode of printing the printed print job 18 in the digital
printer 16. Specifically, as represented by a flowchart 70 of
FIG. 3, the degree of monotonicity of the color scale 20 may
indicate the degree to which a human observer Will perceive
the printed print job 18 colors to have been printed correctly.
The flowchart 70 of FIG. 3 may begin when the color range of
interest to be reproduced in the color scale sample 20 is
determined (block 72). In some cases, the workflow control-
ler 12 or the digital printer 16 may determine color range of
interest. In some cases, an operator of the workflow controller
12 or the digital printer 16, or a customer supplying the digital
print job 14, may specify the color range of interest.

To provide one example, an operator of the workflow con-
troller 12 and/or the digital printer 16, or the customer sup-
plying the digital print job 14, may select a range of colors of
interest by supplying two colorimetric points (e.g., two points
of the 1976 CIE (L*a*b*) color space) and the number of
steps and/or distance between steps between the two colori-
metric points. To provide another example, the workflow
controller 12 and/or the digital printer 16 may automatically
determine the color range of interest of the color scale sample
20 by determining which range of colors features most promi-
nently in the digital print job 14. In a further example, the
workflow controller 12 and/or the digital printer 16 may auto-
matically determine the color range of interest of the color
scale sample 20 by determining a color range in the digital
print job 14 in which many closely-spaced colors are used. In
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6

some cases, the color range of interest of the color scale
sample 20 may be the range of colors used in the Farnsworth-
Munsell 100-hue test.

In any way determined, the color range of interest may be
defined as a color range between two colorimetric points. For
example, the workflow controller 12, digital printer 16, and/
or other computer system (e.g., a computer system belonging
to the customer supplying the digital version of the print job
14) may determine the color scale sample 20 to be printed by
the digital printer 16 based on two colorimetric points that
define the color range of interest (block 74). Additionally or
alternatively, the workflow controller 12, digital printer 16,
and/or other computer system may consider anumber of steps
and/or distance between steps used between the two colori-
metric points.

The two colorimetric points may be understood to be start
and end points of the color scale sample 20 and may be
defined in any suitable color space. For example, the start and
end points may be defined in the CIE 1976 (L*a*b*) color
space, but any other suitable n-dimensional colorimetric
color space may be employed. The workflow controller 12
and/or digital printer 16 may select a fixed step that will be
used between the color swatches 60 of the color scale sample
20. The fixed step may be based on a step requested by a user
(e.g., a PSP operator or customer). By way of example, the
fixed step may be clamped at the lower end to 0.1 units, given
that a value below 0.3 generally may not be meaningful, since
the tolerance of the spectrophotometer 40 may be approxi-
mately 0.3.

For simplicity, it may not be necessary that the length ofthe
color scale sample 20 be specified to a multiple of the fixed
step size between the color swatches 60. Rather, the color
scale sample 20 may be extended as needed on both ends to fit
awhole number of steps of the specific fixed size. Thus, given
the start of end points of the color scale sample 20 and the
fixed step size, accounting as well for extending the color
scale sample 20 as needed, the whole number of color scale
swatches 60 may be determined. At least three are needed for
the color scale sample to meaningfully represent the degree of
transposition of the digital printer 16 in the color range of
interest of the color scale sample 20. Thereafter, the workflow
controller 12 and/or the digital printer 16 may allocate an
array containing the values of the color swatches 60 in the
color space (e.g., CIE 1976 (L*a*b*)), and these color values
may be calculated for each of the color swatches 60. A par-
ticular example representing the determination of the color
scale sample 20 appears further below with reference to
FIGS. 4 and 5.

With continued reference to flowchart 70 of FIG. 3, having
determined the color scale sample 20, an initial printing con-
figuration for printing the printed print job 18 on the digital
printer 16 may be selected (block 76). For example, a PSP
operator or the workflow controller 12 and/or the digital
printer 16 may select as the initial printing configuration a
printing configuration that is expected to produce the best
color reproduction with the lowest printing costs, while
remaining within a color tolerance agreed upon by the PSP
and customer. Any suitable variables of the printing configu-
ration may be selected. These printing configuration variables
may include, for example, the manner of determining black
skeleton, gamut mapping, and/or halftoning; the number and/
or quality of printer inks used by the digital printer 16; the
medium the printed print job 18 is to be printed on; the color
management system employed by the digital printer 16; or
any other suitable factors that could impact the printing costs
and/or color reproduction integrity of the digital printer 16.
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In general, the higher the quality, the more expensive the
printing configuration. Thus, it may be desirable to select as
the initial printing configuration the least expensive printing
configuration that is expected to produce the printed print job
18 within the color integrity tolerance agreed upon by the PSP
and the customer. If there is no expectation as to which
printing configuration will minimally suffice, the absolute
least expensive printing configuration may be selected as the
initial printing configuration. As will be discussed below, if
this initial printing configuration does not produce satisfac-
tory results, a more expensive, higher quality printing con-
figuration may be selected instead.

Having selected the initial printing configuration, the digi-
tal printer 16 may print the printed print job 18 and/or the
color scale sample 20 (block 78). Additionally or alterna-
tively, the color scale sample 20 may not be physically
printed, but rather may be simulated from a computer model
using the workflow controller 12, the digital printer 16, and/or
any other suitable computer system. Based on the printed or
simulated color scale sample 20, the quality of the printing
configuration selected may be ascertained. The color scale
sample 20 may be scored in any suitable manner to determine
a level of quality related to the severity of any transpositions
that appear in the color scale sample 20. In one example. the
color scale sample 20 may be scored by visual inspection by
a PSP operator (e.g., a PSP operator with a high degree of
color discrimination). In another example, the color scale
sample 20 may be scored by the workflow controller 12
and/or the digital printer 16 by detecting the colors of the
color swatches 60 using the spectrophotometer 40, projecting
the detected colors onto a line in a color space, and determin-
ing the degree to which permutations in color swatches 60
appear. Manners of detecting and scoring the color scale
sample 20 will be described further below.

If'the resulting score falls within a suitable tolerance (deci-
sion block 82), the printed print job 18 and the selected
printing configuration may be understood to be satisfactory
(block 84). The digital printer 16 may use this satisfactory
printing configuration to print any remaining copies of the
printed print job 18. Otherwise, if the score is not within the
tolerance (decision block 82), a new printing configuration
may be selected (block 86). Specifically, the new printing
configuration may be a printing configuration that is more
likely to result in a higher quality print job, even though the
new printing configuration may be more expensive. Thereaf-
ter, the digital printer 16 may print at least the color scale
sample 20 once more, where it may be scored color scale
sample once more (block 78), so that it may be scored (block
80) and tested once more (decision block 82).

As mentioned briefly above, scoring the color scale sample
20 at block 80 may take place in any suitable manner. For
example, a PSP operator with a suitably satisfactory color
discrimination capability may score the color scale sample
through a visual examination of the scale of color swatches 60
of the color scale sample 20. For example, the PSP operator
may discern the transpositions in colors in the color scale
sample 20. Additionally or alternatively, the spectrophotom-
eter 40 of the digital printer 16 may ascertain a precise value
of'each of the color swatches 60 of the color scale sample 20,
from which transpositions may be determined. Based on
these transpositions, the PSP operator, the workflow control-
ler 12, the digital printer 16, and/or any other suitable com-
puter system may score the color scale sample 20 according to
any suitable scoring method, such as those discussed below.

In one example, the percentage of color scale transposi-
tions may represent one manner of scoring the color scale
sample 20. In another example, any of the scoring methods
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used in scoring human color discrimination tests, such as the
Farnsworth-Munsell 100-hue test, may be employed.

In general, scoring the color scale sample 20 may initially
involve determining any color transpositions between the
original calculated color scale sample 20 determined before
printing and the printed color scale sample 20 that ultimately
results. The original calculated rank order may represent the
ideal order that the colors of the color swatches 60 of the color
scale sample 20 would be printed if the digital printer 16 made
no errors. To identify color transpositions, a determined rank
order may be compared to the calculated rank order or an
estimation of the calculated rank order. The determined rank
order represents the order in which the color swatches 60 of
the color scale sample 20 actually appear when printed by the
digital printer 16. As will be described below, the comparison
between the calculated rank order and the determined rank
order may involve projecting the determined rank order over
a line through a color space. This line may be a best fit line
through the determined rank order (i.e., an estimation of the
calculated rank order) or a line defined by the starting and
ending points used to generate the color scale sample (i.e., the
original calculated rank order).

When scoring is carried out in the manner of the Farn-
sworth-Munsell 100-hue test manual, individual scores for
each of the color swatches 60 may be determined and these
individual scores added together. The individual scores for
each of the color swatches 60 may be calculated as the sum of
the differences between the number of its calculated color
swatch 60 rank order and the number of the calculated rank
order of the color swatch 60 adjacent to it. In the case of no
transposition, the sum of the differences is 2. Thus, a value of
2 is subtracted from each individual score. The total score is
obtained by summing the individual scores. The score may or
may not be normalized over the total number of color
swatches 60 or the total color range employed in the color
scale sample 20. One example of this manner of scoring
appears in Table 1 below.

TABLE 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
2 3 5 4 6 7 8 11 9 13 10 12
2 3 3 3 3 2 4 6 7 5 5
o1 1 1 1 0 2 3 4 5 3 3

InTable 1, the first row represents the original rank order of
the calculated color scale sample. The second row is the rank
order in which the actual printed color scale sample 20
appears. The third row contains the differences between the
first row and the second row (assuming that the next rank
order on the right is 15). The fourth row represents the scores.
In any case, it may be appreciated that any suitable manner of
scoring may be used, and the above discussion is provided by
way of example.

FIGS. 4-12 represent an example ofa color scale sample 20
that is generated, printed, and tested to determine color integ-
rity of the digital printer 16. In particular, FIGS. 4 and 5 relate
to the calculation of the color scale sample 20. The example of
FIGS. 4 and 5 uses the case of CIE 1976 (L*a*b*), the
dimensions of which are L*, a*, and b*. To determine the
color range over which the color swatches 60 may be pre-
pared, given the starting and ending points, a parametric
representation of line segments may be employed. A para-
metric equation of a line is defined in terms of its end point
and a parameter te[0,1] for points in the line segment. This
parameter t is a convenient scalar quantity introducing an
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order. More formally, a line segment from P, to point P, is
defined by the parametric equation:

P()=(1-1)Po+t(P,) (D).

A point at the fraction of a line segment is found by setting
t to this fraction. For example, consider a color scale sample
20 defined by starting and endpoint colors with CIE 1976
(L*a*b*) coordinates (80, 15, 2) and (85, 20, 45), respec-
tively. When 23 color swatches are used, spaced by 2 units
apart, the following CIE 1976 (L*a*b*) coordinates will be
used as the color swatches 60:

(79.9, 14.9, 1.7), (80.2, 15.2,3.7), (80.4, 15.4, 5.7), (80.6,
15.6, 7.7), (80.8, 15.8, 9.6), (81.1, 16.1, 11.6), (81.3,
16.3, 13.6), (81.5, 16.5, 15.6), (81.8, 16.8, 17.5), (82.0,
17.0, 19.5), (82.2,17.2, 21.5), (82.5, 17.5, 23.5), (82.7,
17.7,25.4), (82.9,17.9, 27.4), (83.1, 18.1, 29.4), (83 4,
18.4,31.3), (83.6, 18.6, 33.3), (83.8, 18.8, 35.3), (84.1,
19.1, 37.3), (84.3, 19.3,39.2), (84.5, 19.5, 41.2), (84.7,
19.7, 43.2), and (85.0, 20.0, 45.2).

The points of this scale are plotted in FIGS. 4 and 5.
Non-uniformities are due to rounding the coordinates to one
decimal digit. Specifically, FIG. 4 represents a plot 100 with
an ordinate 102 representing [* values and abscissa 104
representing a* values. In FIG. 5, a plot 100 includes an
ordinate 112 representing b* values and an abscissa 114
representing a* values. As can be seen, these plotted values
are monotonic, increasing without decreasing in a constant
manner. From these values, color swatches 60 of a color scale
sample 20 may be determined and printed by the digital
printer 16.

Continuing with this example, FIGS. 6 and 7 represent
printed results when the color coordinates of FIGS. 4 and 5
were printed on an HP Color LaserJet CM6040 digital printer.
The measurements of the points illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7
were performed with a Gretag SPM100-11 spectrophotometer
with white backing, 2° observer, and D, illuminant, FIG. 6
represents a plot 120 with an ordinate 122 of L* and an
abscissa 124 of a* (prefixed with the letter r to represent that
these values are reproduced (i.e., printed) values). FIG. 7 is a
plot 130 with an ordinate 132 of b* and an abscissa 134 of a*
(prefixed with the letter r to indicate that these values are
reproduced (i.e., printed) values). The plots 120 and 130 of
FIGS. 6 and 7 clearly differ from the plots 100 and 110 of
FIGS. 4 and 5, meaning that the colors have not been printed
properly.

Printing errors may become apparent when the original
versus the reproduced colors in each coordinate are plotted, as
generally illustrated in FIGS. 8, 9, and 10. FIG. 8 illustrates a
plot 140 with an ordinate 142 representing the reproduced L*
values against an abscissa 144 of the expected, calculated L*
values. FIG. 9 is a plot 150 with an ordinate 152 representing
the reproduced a* values against an abscissa 154 of the
expected, calculated a* values. Finally, FIG. 10 is a plot 160
with an ordinate 162 representing the reproduced b* values
against an abscissa 164 of the expected, calculated b* values.
From FIGS. 8-10, it may be seen that in the color range of
interest—from (80, 15, 2) to (85, 20, 45)—the lightness scale
is inverted and there is not modulation, but rather just noise,
on the red—green axis.

To find the permutations in the reproduction of the color
scale, the measured values may be projected against a line
segment that generally extends across the color range of
interest. Specifically, the measured colorimetric coordinates
of each color swatch 60 may be projected on a line segment
and the parameter s, representing a distance on the projected
line, may be calculated for each point. An equation defining
the parameter s will be discussed below. If there are no per-
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mutations, the values s will be monotonically increasing. For
a line segment on which to project the measured values, there
may be at least two options. The first option may be to find a
line through linear regression or any other suitable technique
using the measured colorimetric points of the color swatches
60. Doing so would assess how well the order is preserved.
The second option may be to project the measured colorimet-
ric points on the line formed by the original color scale (e.g.,
a line from (80, 15, 2) to (85, 20, 45)). This second option
would deliver a stricter merit, since points that have different
projections on the linear regression might have the same
projection on the original line segment.

In a parametric representation, the projection of a point on
a segment P, next to P,, as generally illustrated in FIG. 11,
may be determined as follows. Specifically, given the line
segment P, P, and a point P, the parameter s of the point P
orthogonal projection on the line segment may be deter-
mined. For example, turning to FIG. 12, two vectors v=(P, -
P,) and w=(P-P,) may be introduced. An angle a represents
the angle between the two vectors v and w. The value s may be
obtained according to the following relationship:

@

|w| cosee w-v

_m Ty

Thus, by introducing the two vectors v, w, the parameter s
can be calculated as the ratio of two scalar products. By
determining the parameters s for all of the measured colori-
metric points, it may become apparent where and to what
degree color transpositions and permutations have occurred.
Determining the parameter s may further involve discretizing
the value of the parameter s to a meaningful difference. In one
example, the parameter s may be discretized to the tolerance
of'the spectrophotometer 40. Additionally or alternatively, the
parameter s may be discretized to one CIE 1976 (L*a*b*)
unit, since one CIE 1976 (L*a*b*) unit loosely corresponds
to a just noticeable difference (JND). Precise meaningful
values to which to discretize the parameter s may be deter-
mined experimentally through a psychophysics experiment.

Once the measured colorimetric values of the color scale
sample 20 have been projected on the line segment, the rela-
tive positions of the color swatches 60 may be calculated. For
example, the positions of the various color swatches 60 based
on the values of the parameter s may be found through a
binary search after sorting the swatches. Color swatches 60
whose relative position cannot be distinguished may be
ranked ahead or behind one another randomly or in a prede-
termined manner.

From the determined rank order of the color swatches 60,
the color scale sample 20 may be scored (e.g., in the manner
discussed above). When the color scale sample 20 score is
normalized to the color range of interest over which the color
scale sample 20 was determined, the color reproduction
integrity of the printing configuration of the digital printer 16
for the color range of interest may be compared to human
color discrimination standards. For example, the score of the
color scale sample 20 may be normalized to the same scale as
the Famsworth-Munsell 100-hue test. Thus, a normalized
score of 0 might indicate the printing configuration of the
digital printer 16 as “Golden,” a normalized score of between
1 and 16 might indicate the printing configuration of the
digital printer 16 as “Superior,” a normalized score of
between 17 and 100 might indicate the printing configuration
of'the digital printer 16 as “Average,” and a normalized score
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of greater than 100 might indicate the printing configuration
of the digital printer 16 as “Poor.”

In the example of FIGS. 4-10, the conventional quality
metric—the average error AE,,—is a generally acceptable
value of 5.6. Nevertheless, this printing configuration would
be classified as “Poor” under the human color discrimination
standard of the Farnsworth-Munsell 100-hue test when deter-
mined in the manner discussed above. Thus, although con-
ventional color tolerances would indicate this printing con-
figuration would produce acceptable results, a human might
not perceive this printing configuration as reproducing colors
properly.

The color scale sample 20 may not necessarily cover only
a color range of interest relating to a particular print job.
Indeed, as illustrated by FIGS. 13-15, the color scale sample
20 may represent a standard set of color swatches used in a
human color discrimination test. Such a human color dis-
crimination test may be, for example, the Farnsworth-Mun-
sell 100-hue test or the HVC (Hue, Value, and Chroma) Color
Vision Skill Test.

As shown in a print test page 170 of FIG. 13, the color scale
sample 20 may include color swatches 60 generally used in
the Farnsworth-Munsell 100-hue test. These color swatches
60 may cover a larger color range of interest than a typical
print job, which may tend to include only a subset of these
colors. Printing, measuring, and scoring the color scale
sample 20 of the print test page 170 may enable the determi-
nation ofa plot 180 as shown in FIG. 14. An ordinate 182 may
include an error score and an abscissa 184 may represent
Munsell color standard numbers. In the example of the plot
180 of FIG. 14, a rank order error curve 186 may indicate
color sub-ranges where the printing configuration of the digi-
tal printer 16 is deficient. A sub-range 188 between about the
Munsell color standard numbers 30 and 65 illustrates that the
printing configuration of the digital printer 16 used in the
present example is particularly weak in this sub-range. The
values plotted in the plot 180 of FIG. 14 may also be visual-
ized in a polar plot 200 shown in FIG. 15. In the polar plot 200,
the rank order error curve 186 is projected onto the polar plot
200. The sub-range 188 is also shown.

It may be appreciated that using a color scale sample 20
over a wide range may reveal general color reproduction
weaknesses associated with a printing configuration or a digi-
tal printer 16. For example, by occasionally testing different
printing configurations or digital printers 16 using wide-
range color scale samples 20 such as illustrated in FIG. 13,
baseline expected color reproduction integrity may be esti-
mated. Moreover, it may be seen that different digital printers
16 of a PSP production floor have color reproduction integrity
strengths and weaknesses in different color sub-ranges. With
this knowledge, the workflow controller 12 or a PSP operator
may select the digital printer 16 on which a print job is to be
printed based at least partly on the colors appearing in the
print job. For example, a digital version of a print job 14 that
primarily includes blue colors (or for which its own color
scale sample 20 indicates a color range of interest through a
blue range) may be routed to a digital printer 16 that is known
to generally provide better relative blue color integrity.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

selecting a current printing configuration of a digital

printer to print a print job;

printing a color scale sample according to the current print-

ing configuration using the digital printer or simulating
the printing of the color scale sample using a computer
system, wherein the color scale sample includes at least
three color swatches in a color range generally used in
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the print job, the at least three color swatches for the
color scale sample varying monotonically along a line
projected in a color space;

scoring the printed or simulated color scale sample based at

least in part on an extent to which transpositions of the
color swatches occur over the color range; and

when the score of the printed or simulated color scale

sample indicates a print quality of the print job is or will
be above a threshold level of quality when printed
according to the current printing configuration, printing
the print job according to the current printing configu-
ration.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the color scale sample is
printed using the digital printer or simulated using the com-
puter system, wherein the color scale sample comprises color
swatches used in a human color discrimination test.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the human color dis-
crimination test comprises the Farnsworth-Munsell 100-hue
test or the HVC Color Vision Skill Test.

4. The method of claim 1, comprising, when the score of
the color scale sample indicates the print quality of the print
job is not or will not be above the threshold level of quality
when printed according to the current printing configuration,
selecting a new printing configuration as the current printing
configuration and repeating the method until the score of the
color scale sample indicates the print quality of the print job
is or will be above the threshold level of quality.

5. A tangible non-transitory machine-readable medium at
least collectively comprising instructions executable by a
processor, the instructions comprising:

instructions to receive a set of data points indicating colors

of color swatches of a printed color scale sample
detected by a spectrophotometer;

instructions to project the set of data points on a line in a

color space; and

instructions to determine an extent to which the projection

of the set of data points increases monotonically along
the line; and

instructions to score the printed color scale sample based at

least in part on the extent to which the projection of the
set of data points increases monotonically along the line,
wherein the score of the printed color scale sample indi-
cates a print quality of the printed color scale sample.

6. The machine-readable medium of claim 5, wherein the
instructions to score the printed color scale sample comprise
instructions to score the printed color scale sample based at
least in part on a human color discrimination test scoring
technique.

7. The machine-readable medium of claim 5, wherein the
instructions to project the set of data points on the line in the
color space comprise instructions to project the set of data
points on the line, wherein the line comprises a best fit line
associated with the set of data points.

8. The machine-readable medium of claim 5, wherein the
instructions to project the set of data points on the line in the
color space comprise instructions to project the set of data
points on the line, wherein the line comprises a line defined by
two user-selected points in the color space that have been used
in determining the color scale sample that is printed.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

prior to printing the color scale sample, determining the at

least three color swatches for the color scale sample.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least three
swatches of the color scale sample correspond to an original
rank order, and scoring the printed or simulated color scale
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sample based at least in part on an extent to which transposi-
tions of the color swatches occur over the color range com-
prises:
after printing the color scale sample or simulated the print-
ing of the color scale sample, determining a rank order of
the at least three color swatches for the printed or simu-
lated color scale sample; and
comparing the determined rank order to the original rank
order.
11. The machine-readable medium of claim 5, further com-
prising:
instructions to determine a rank order associated with the
set of data points,
wherein the extent to which the projection of the set of data
points increases monotonically along the line is deter-
mined based at least in part on the rank order associated
with the set of data points.
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